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Witchcraft - Mentality of the Left? 
Inger Bierschenk 


Abstract The article reports on a study whose focus is on a mainly American mentality that has 
been brought to the fore through the kind of movements that stigmatise sexual relations. 
Women’s resistance and revenge as functioning witchcraft against men’s factual or fictive 
abuse has been discussed by a female American author in the light of cases concerning men in 
power positions. A minor portion of her article was analysed with Perspective Text Analysis 
(PTA/Vertex), which is based on the Kantian AaO-paradigm and has been designed to detect 
the inherent expression of mentality in a text. The primary orientation of the experimental text 
was proved to be Human rights, whereas the intention of the text concentrates to Resistance. 
The result elicits a discussion of the problem arising when women’s rights, as an aspect of 
natural rights, collide with human rights. It is stated that natural rights are regarded to be 
beyond the authority of any government. Therefore, they are associated with morality, which 
has priority over societal inventions and beliefs. 


The witch has always existed, conceptual or concrete. It was and is usually a woman 
gifted with magical knowledge. Her qualities have frightened men of all times, especially men 
of the church, who campaigned in the Middle Ages against a designated woman and made 
society believe that she was the devil’s abode. The hunt for witches had its culmination in the 
17 th century. The word witch hunt was inverted during the movement that started in the 
United States in the fall of 2017, named “Me Too”. The modern witch movement is a hunt 
that the witches themselves carry out with their hysterical accusations, public slander 
campaigns and diabolized victims, mainly in Sweden and the United States. However, now 
the devil lives in the men. The most known Swedish example is the head of the Kulturhuset 
Stadsteatern (former Stockholm City Theatre), who committed suicide after being defamed 
and convicted in the media. The newspaper Aftonbladet, the origin of the hunting, has made 
an apology, although too late. In the fall of 2018, a witch movement in the United States said 
it wanted to organize a ceremony to cast a spell on the newly appointed justice of the Supreme 
Court, Brett Kavanaugh, who is undesirable to the feminists {Fox News video broadcast 2018, 
Oct. 13). Their intention cannot be interpreted as anything other than to damage the reputation 
of the judge, which is linked to the archaic pattern of performing wicked magic. 

Author and former journalist Sady Doyle wrote a chronicle shortly after the 
announcement in Fox News , in which she gives a modem American picture of how the 
Catholic Church should save Brett Kavanaugh from the witches by hiring an exorcist to drive 
them away from him (Doyle, 2018). The scenario is taken directly from the Middle Ages, as 
the witch as a figure triggers men’s fear of women’s ability to resistance and revenge. It 
seems that American society remains with one leg in the Middle Ages when it comes to the 
relationship between the sexes. This relationship turns into a hot topic for the media when 
hunting concerns a person who has the confidence of society. The Swedish Metoo movement 
became the most extensive in Europe, perhaps because society discovered that the equality 
legislation and the conception of reality about gender did not keep pace. A new so-called “law 
of consent” affects the view of what rape can be, but so far it did not have the expected impact 
and it is not directly linked to the issue of abortion. Central to the American debate around 
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Kavanaugh has been the issue of abortion right. Should a person accused of sexual assault be 
able to hold an office at the same time where his “pro-life” attitude violates women’s right to 
their body? A closer analysis of the mental structure that is hidden in an American text about 
witchcraft and the eternal issue of women’s life is therefore justified. 

A portion of Doyle’s text is to be analysed with the PTA/Vertex method. It is designed 
to detect the inherent expression of mentality in a text by putting the Kantian AaO model into 
operation (see e.g., B. Bierschenk, 1993/2013, 2011, 2018; I. Bierschenk, 1999/2003; 2011, 
2019; I. Bierschenk & B. Bierschenk, 2011). The section reads: 

Still, the gender dynamics here are ancient and far bigger than Brett Kavanaugh. Men have 
always feared witches, and for just this reason: Even if men maintain a stranglehold on the 
church, the government, and every form of established and legitimate power, the witch showed 
that women may have their own reserves of disreputable, illegitimate power with which to 
protect themselves. 

Flow Dynamics 

The flow dynamics is a geometric description of the forward movement of grapheme 
constellations in text production. They are presented in Figure 1 for the Agent component and 
in Figure 2 for the Objective component. The graphs are produced with SigmaPlot (2014, 
version 13.0) and show so-called Potential Energy Surfaces (PES). The loading of data has 
been made from the left, so the graphs should be read from the lower right corner instead. 
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Figure 1 Flow dynamics in the Agent 
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Figure 2 Flow dynamics in the Objective 

Agent (A) and objective (O) are distinguished in the analysis by the mirror technique. This 
means that they can be studied separately, but that the dependency that exists between textual 
agents and textual objectives when a language flow is produced is not disrupted. The verb 
holds the step function of the forward motion. Each verb must express a complete AaO, which 
means that empty positions are marked where any of the components A and O are missing 
around the verb. The values entered are retrieved from the subsequent clause of the O-dummy 
and from the previous clause of the A-dummy. 

The agent is usually less mobile than the objective, partly because it controls the 
objective, even as a dummy, when it appears in shaded form. When a dummy is repeated, the 
values become lower with each repetition, which is to be understood so that the agent controls 
from a longer distance. The higher values of the objective have to do with a differentiation in 
the perspective; the objective has several direction points. When the O-dummy is to be filled 
in, the value includes both the agent and the objective in the clause being retrieved. It follows 
that the agent’s values are intertwined into the objective, which creates a greater extent in 
space than the agent does. When it comes to the appearance of the graphs, the short and 
repeated agent strings often give a slower surface, while the movement of the objective is 
somewhat faster through greater variation in values. The effect we see here is that the surface 
in Figure 1 has a soft undulating shape, while the surface in Figure 2 first is smoothing out, 
then finishes with a dented shape and a marked depth. 

The highest value of the agent is the first variable in the first interval (5.8718) while 
two variables (repetition) in the fourth interval have the lowest value (3.2813). The deepest 
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location in the objective is (-12.78439) and the lowest is (2.6746), both in the fifth interval. 
Thus, most structurally encapsulated is the following flow: ... , the witch showed 0o (- 
12.78439) that women may 0o (-8.27978) * 0a (3.48739) have their own reserves... . The 
flow dynamics is the basis for the information structure, which will be shown next. 

Fusion Dynamics: Orientation 

In the second step of the analysis, a fusion of the grapheme strings takes place based 
on distance to create concentrations of information, so called state attractors. These form a 
network, which the graphing program presents as a geometric landscape. The attractors are 
then named after the empirical relationships that created them. The components of the 
concentration are the intangible dimensions Intention, controlled by the agent, and 
Orientation, controlled by the objective. 

The intention is hidden in the orientation and cannot be seen until the orientation has 
been made clear. Therefore, the orientation is first described and then the intention is 
extracted from it. How this is done can be found in the PTA/Vertex manual (I. Bierschenk, & 
B. Bierschenk, 2011, p. 28). Figure 3 visualizes the concentrated energy in the form of a 
landscape with a deep terrain in the forefront, lower hills to the right and mountains of various 
heights in the background. 

Orientation 
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Figure 3 Fusion dynamics: orientation 
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Concentrations are mostly marked as peaks and in this case, Human rights is the highest. 
Moreover, very often aspects of a topology are embedded in depth. Stereotyping and 
Witchcraft prejudice illustrate this kind of implicit structure. 

The principle of the fusion mechanism is that two string sequences (point attractors) 
are merged to form something third, a state attractor or transformation (T), whose result is 
intangible or virtual. Likewise, a single string sequence may be merged with its alter ego, a 
dummy (D), a concentration of low degree. When a state attractor is included in a new fusion, 
it is forming an even higher degree of concentration, which is visualised by its place in a net. 
The dimensions in Figure 3 represent the net such that Strain denotes the X-axis and Shear 
denotes the Y-axis. The names given to the attractors should reflect the abstraction level. 

Seven attractors of the most significant structure have been positioned in Figure 3. The 
transformations underlying each of them will now be discussed, starting with Persecution 
(T8), placed at middle height. It can be conceived as a position where the process is making a 
leap in the sense that the historic background has changed to modern societal circumstances: 

Table 1 

Transformation ofT6 by T7 to form T8 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

7 

2 

T6 

18.4563 

Witch hunt 

9 

2 

T7 

9.4309 

Authority 

7 

3 

T8 

27.8872 

Persecution 


Central aspects of the node Witch hunt (T6) is on the one hand the 17 th century ecclesiastic 
suppression of knowledgeable women who were said to practise black magic, and today’s 
misogyny as root of men’s dominance over powerful institutions on the other. Thus, Authority 
(T7) strengthens Witch hunt and refers to legalisation of what has been established. When 
such a concept, associated with emotions and gender history, is fused with Authority, the 
result gets a broader and heavier meaning. Thus, the name Persecution (T8) indicates that the 
hunting has become institutionalized. 

Witch hunt as part of persecution may be seen as free of gender bias. People like Brett 
Kavanaugh belong to the citizens who, due to deviant and strong opinions in a socially 
important issue, are subject to the kind of persecution that also today is called witch hunt, but 
where the witches are the persecutors. Women’s activist movements like Metoo accuse men 
of sexual harassments of various degrees, knowing that a woman’s testimony cannot be 
refuted. Women’s Smartness (T9) may easily lead to diabolising of their activities. 

Table 2 

Transformation ofT8 by T9 to form T10 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

7 

3 

T8 

27.8872 

Persecution 

9 

4 

T9 

10.2098 

Smartness 

8 

4 

T10 

38.097 

Resistance 


The problem is the same as during the medieval witch processes, where the accused had to 
prove that she was not a witch. This kind of Catch-22 dilemma is cleverly exploited by some 
women’s movements or individual women who pursue media attention, especially when the 
hunted one is a suitable political or culturally significant victim. Confronted with their 
© 2019 by Inger Bierschenk 
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disreputable methods, they show an inability to accept arguments that reveal their moral 
excuses. This moral inability is a psychological resistance. Equally important is men’s 
resistance to women’s exploitation of their gender advantage. Resistance (T10), therefore, is 
gender free. 

Table 3 

Transformation of T10 by Til to form T12 


X 

Y 

Node 

Vcdue 

Text 

8 

4 

T10 

38.097 

Resistance 

9 

6 

Til 

9.106 

Justification 

8 

6 

T12 

47.203 

Natural rights 


It is evident that women’s rights movement and feminism associated with bodily integrity 
have been forced to take advantage of other rights claimed to female members of a society, 
like the rights to vote, to work and to own property. In some countries, these rights are 
supported by law, in others they are not. When they are violated by representatives of male 
dominance, there seems to exist a common sense of Justification (Til) of illegitimate actions 
by suppressed female groups: women simply have to protect themselves. 

The transformed state of Justification merged with Resistance in this context is 
Natural rights (T12). Natural rights are given by nature, i.e., they cannot be taken away from 
or given away by the possessor. The concept was discussed during the age of Enlightenment 
in terms of natural law to establish a social contract free from privileges. Natural rights is also 
used to challenge any kind of established law orders. In the present empirically developed 
context, the concept Natural rights refers to a complex of aspects that have to do with 
reproductive rights, including the right of all to make decisions concerning reproduction free 
of discrimination, coercion and violence ( Wikipedia , 2019, July 22). The Metoo movement is 
a reaction towards men’s encroachment into a woman’s personal sphere. Particularly serious 
is violating her rights in the sense that rape in the worst case could result in an unwanted 
pregnancy. 

Table 4 

Transformation ofT12 by T13 to form T14 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

8 

6 

T12 

47.203 

Natural rights 

6 

7 

T13 

2.6746 

Support 

6 

6 

T14 

49.8776 

Human rights 


Support (T13) is a node of low weight but still has some influence on the Natural rights 
concept. It concerns a means for women to exercise their rights in public life. Society may 
look at illegitimate actions with indulgence, if they serve a good thing. Thus, support also 
refers to women’s protection of their rights as an act of solidarity to all citizens and is 
conceived legal in people’s minds as it is connected with protesting against authorities that are 
favouring one side. 

A modem view of human rights is that they are basic to our identities as human 
beings, and are not dictated by a permanent authority. However, this entails disagreement 
regarding what human rights are (Head, 2019). Problems arise in the perception of rights 
when women’s rights (as an aspect of natural rights) collide with Human rights (T14). There 
is a philosophical division of rights in terms of positive and negative rights. These are often 
© 2019 by Inger Bierschenk 
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intersecting or even conflicting. “In theory, a negative right forbids others from acting against 
the right holder, while a positive right obligates others to act with respect to the right holder” 
('Wikipedia , 2019, July 11). This statement can be interpreted such that natural rights are 
negative rights, associated with moral, whereas human rights are positive rights, established in 
law. However, when women claim their rights in the perspective of their human rights to 
decide over their own life, their actions might provoke resistance by male parties of society 
that claim their right to individual freedoms, such as religious ones, which prohibit abortions, 
for example. That the woman give birth is natural law. The men who try to invade this sphere 
to assert their ownership must be combated with the social means available to women. 
Nevertheless, the American women’s defence of their rights was overdone when they 
objected to Brett Kavanaugh’s appointment as justice of the Supreme Court. They ran a witch 
hunt that most resembled a mob and he had no chance to defend himself. A fair trial is a 
human right, even for a judge. So, how does society protect accused men? 

Table 5 is an example of the way a point attractor merges with its alter ego. Usually, a 
point attractor has low density. In this case, however, the text is a string sequence with 
encapsulated phrases of different depths, which means that the name given to the attractor 
should imply something underlying or implicit, that is, far from surface features. The meaning 
of the statement, namely, is not based on realism (the verb ‘may’). 

Table 5 

Transformation of 9 by itself to form T16 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

0 

5 

D 

0 

0 

0 

4 

9 

-12.7843 

showed (that women + may + (have their own reserves ...)) 

1 

4 

T16 

-12.7843 

Witchcraft prejudice 


Witches have personified fear of assertive women (Miller, 2018). Witchcraft prejudice (T16) 
refers to the predisposition of men to believe that women acting single or together use their 
female knowledge to the disadvantage of men. This knowledge is immaterial and therefore 
subject to superstition. The ancient conception of ownership rights that some men are struck 
by when confronted with women’s use of their legal or natural rights is based on the notion 
that women are associated with evil powers that must be suppressed. Witches of today, on the 
other hand, do not believe in Satan. According to representatives of the Catholic Church 
(Arnold, 2008), witchcraft must be re-examined by the Christians. A witch today is not an old 
hag who uses methodology for casting spells and evoking spirits but rather a wiccan who 
“encourages finding gods and goddesses both in nature and within the self’. Without this 
modem outlook, witchcraft would not be an interesting movement to people in an age of 
science and scepticism. 

Table 6 

Transformation ofT15byT16 to form T17 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

1 

6 

T15 

-8.2798 

Differential response 

2 

4 

T16 

-12.7843 

Witchcraft prejudice 

2 

5 

T17 

-21.0641 

Stereotyping 


Responses to various threats may vary. Differential response (T15) lies fairly deep in the 
mental structure and brings up the different ways of female reactions to offenses. Since 
© 2019 by Inger Bierschenk 
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witchcraft has become a topic and a movement in which women are agitating both politically 
and according to religious traditions, the approach to the craft has become apologetic and 
modem. Thus, the public responses are differentially visible. Witchcraft prejudice (T16) has 
its position even deeper in the structure, so its transformation of Differential response leads to 
Stereotyping (T17). 

It seems as if modem witchcraft practitioners try to bridge the gap between religion 
and politics. Politics in this connection has been mainly associated with conservatism, and 
religion with Christianity. The neo-paganist movement that has become popular, for example 
in the United States and Sweden, makes clear what has changed. Producers of trendy religions 
are trying to influence an audience or readership to go their own way, all in the light of the 
secularized society’s freedom from the established confessions and the standards of worship 
of a deity. Finding one’s inner power is the message from influencers, who not only convey 
personal lifestyle but also act through different forms of healing, therapy, astrology or seances 
(Fahlander. 2012). Nature plays an important role, especially scenic places. Universal respect 
and, consequently, environmental protection is self-evident in this new-age kind of worship 
and it is therefore not surprising that feminism is close to this ideology (Nelson, 2015). 

Returning to Stereotyping: “The truth is that witches cannot really be contained by 
types; they leap over boundaries, bursting out of categories as fast as we make them. They are 
constantly changing as we change, reflecting our ideas about women back to ourselves” 
(Miller, 2018). 

Now, Stereotyping, the deepest location in the structure, will have an effect on Human 
rights, whose result is the global, most integrated state attractor, Abuse. 

Table 7 

Transformation ofT14 by T17 to form T18 


X 

Y 

Node 

Value 

Text 

6 

6 

T14 

49.8776 

Human rights 

2 

5 

T17 

-21.0641 

Stereotyping 

4 

4 

T18 

28.8135 

Abuse 


Stereotyping about groups in the domain of rights concept is often restrained to concern 
gender stereotyping. A stereotype may be more or less harmful in limiting women’s or men’s 
development potentials (OHCHR, 2014). It becomes illegal when it results in violations of 
fundamental freedoms. An example is the failure of the legal system to hold perpetrators of 
sexual violence accountable based on stereotypical views about women’s appropriate sexual 
behaviour. However, in particular after the time of the Metoo Enlightenment, we see an 
awareness of sexual harassment that results in perpetrators being removed from power 
positions. 

Just as often, we have seen how accused men have not been vindicated after being 
exposed to slander in social and traditional media. It concerns men in positions where they 
decide on women’s professional practice, such as parliamentarians, university professors, 
leaders of religious communities and managers in the cultural and media sectors. Around 
these groups, a stereotype has been developed meaning that their position makes them 
considered to have a moral responsibility, which is exploited for political purposes by 
ideological opponents. This is where witchcraft appears. When the morally irreproachable is 
accused of harassment, it has a double effect on the public’s perception of him. What happens 
is that legal rights are not invoked to bring someone to court, but instead the moral content of 
an alleged Abuse (T18) is under scrutiny. In such a prosecution process, a willing tool, usually 

© 2019 by Inger Bierschenk 
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a woman, is called to testify. When she belongs to the professors’ corporation, her testimony 
gets an aura of trustworthiness just through her group affiliation. 

In the case of Brett Kavanaugh, Democrats have tried to exploit Christine Blasey Ford 
in order to accuse the Republican Party of illegality and immorality, especially as Kavanaugh 
is part of the prestigious group of judges, in addition to his Christian affiliation. Therefore, it 
is not surprising that upset citizens stand on the accused’s side. Through an appeal in The 
Federalist (Murray, 2018), Kavanaugh is called on to sue Blasey Ford for defamation, in the 
public’s interest. Then it could be a legal process, supported by documentation instead of the 
tendentious political inquisition lead by a Democratic mob. 

Fusion Dynamics: Intention 

Figure 4 presents the intention structure. This landscape is different from the 
orientation in that it is divided into two distinct regions. The lower one collects Natural 
rights, Witch hunt, Misogyny, and Authority from the orientation structure. Misogyny is the 
cause of Witch hunt and refers to the suppression of women that once was legalised and 
effectuated by an institutionalized Authority. These three concepts are not among the most 
significant in the orientation but are aspects related to the Persecution theme. Natural rights 
has changed position from the Human rights context and has been placed in this section thus 
emphasizing the operating aspects of the conflict. 

Intention 




Figure 4 Fusion dynamics: intention 
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The higher massif is a region that collects Resistance, Abuse, and Human rights. Resistance, 
which to a high degree contains aspects of Persecution, is now the focal point, and has 
increased its value in the intention. Its relation to Human rights, which takes the highest value 
in the orientation, has changed in the intention. It is further noteworthy that Abuse has moved 
to the opposite region and is now conceptualized in the context of Human rights and 
Resistance. This means that Stereotyping, which caused a transformational shift of Human 
rights at the end of the fusion process, has lost its significance here, which implies that the 
textual intention should be conceived as gender free dimension. 

Discussion 

Human rights and natural rights are not always kept apart, among other things because 
this is not easily done. Some consider them as synonymous, whereas others do not. Natural 
rights in particular are considered to lie beyond the authority of any government. Therefore, 
they are associated with moral, which has priority over societal inventions and beliefs. In this 
study, the intention structure discloses a clear distinction between aspects pertaining to natural 
rights and those pertaining to human rights, that is, those associated with legal aspects, subject 
to space and time. The dilemma in how to relate to these two conceptions is contextualized 
with the Brett Kavanaugh case, which was rolled up in 2018. 

As a hunted representative of authoritative men against abortion, Kavanaugh is 
assumed to be against women’s natural rights, which is in conflict with his belief in Nature’s 
supremacy. The motto of the natural rights sphere in the textual intention is the following: an 
individual has the right not to be subjected to (... abuse, for example). However, since the 
rights of two opposite groups collide, the solution has to be sought in the human rights sphere. 
Following this step, a new motto can be formulated: an individual has the right to be subjected 
to (... legal support, for example). In that case, someone else’s actions are necessary to bring 
about the support. The despair we could see in Kavanaugh’s face when confronted with 
accuses of having abused a woman should be interpreted as a plea for a fair “trial”, which he 
did not get. For him, as for women who have actually been assaulted, resistance is a necessary 
civil right. 

Extension 

A little more than a year after the sensational hearings where Christine Blasey Ford 
charged Brett Kavanaugh, a newspaper article (probably among several others) in The 
Washington Post (Roberts, 2019) makes perfectly clear the disaster that has hit Kavanaugh as 
person and professional. As Roberts reports, Kavanaugh declared already at that occasion that 
his name had been “’totally and permanently destroyed’”. Although he was well received by 
the colleges at the Supreme Court in Washington, Kavanaugh avoids appearing in public to 
maintain his integrity from attacks. What he encountered was a slander campaign, whose 
juridical term is defamation. In ancient times, casting spells through so-called incantations 
had resulted in the death penalty for the perpetrator. This action was assumed an act of 
sorcery. Likewise, to accuse someone of sorcery could have the same result. It is evident from 
the roman law code Twelve Tables, in particular Table VIII, which stipulates how society 
perceived this kind of criminal acts. Whether the judgment was death penalty or not, it caused 
mental and social suffering and exclusion of both sorcerer and defamer (I. Bierschenk, 2019). 
Thus, for Blasey Ford, life has changed since she made her accusation. She meets hateful 
comments and death threats and her social and working context has been ruined. It is obvious 
from the destiny of Brett Kavanaugh and Christine Blasey Ford that the terrible personal 
damage that defamation causes cannot be undone by the law. 
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